173

The following ghazel is a specimen of Kdnf's more ima-
ginative work; the Keshkul or begging-bowl which supplies
the motive, is the boat-shaped alms-dish which suspended
from a chain or cord, is carried by mendicant dervishes.

Ghazel. [400]

Aloft within the vaiilt the moon holds forth its olden begging-bowl, *
Although but ill accords with dervish-hood a golden begging-bowl.

To-night the Sphere hath ta'en in hand the lunar crescent halo-dight,
And turned a dervish-wight who bears his arch-wise moulden begging-bowl.

From this leain thou the Sphere is mean of soul nor knowcth of noblesse,
That ne'er by saint of worth thus shamelcsely is holden begging-bowl.

The sun stands o'ei against the descent moon within the eastern sky,
To lustious shcykh by silver-bosomed fair is holden begging-bowl.

As all would veil the secrets dear of mendicants of modest heart,
O Kani, held fiom hand to hand is still the olden begging-bowl. 2

Ghazel. [401]

T saw that Scian girl, her cheeks are, oh, so ruddy red'

Hei eyes are black, her lips of uiby glow so ruddy red.

Uarc foot, with brow unveiled, with In cost and bosom loo unclad,

Within the Skmkcr's hands the glasses show so ruddy red.

Uprisen to the waists, nay, more, they frolic to the breasts;

Like iosy girdles do the sashes go so ruddy led.

Ay, let the wine rampage and riot in the harem-jar,

lie all the streets lit up with lamps a-row so ruddy red.

The daughter of the vine and Magian boy drink squabble's wine:

The Magian elder's household puff and blow so ruddy red.

1 Rcfeiring of couise to the resemblance in shape between the new moon
and the dervish's alms-dish.

That  is, the myslciics  of dervish-hood, symbolised by the beggar-bowl,
arc handed down fiom master to disciple from generation to generation.